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This is just an overview of some basic instructions for getting the beginning blogger to 
become active on the www.communityblogs.us blogsite.  If have additional questions about 

blogging, please ask Debbie Gray or Meri Joswiak to assist you.  Thank you for your interest in 
blogging!  This is a great tool for communities. 
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/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ƭƻƎ C!vΩǎ 
What are blogs anyway? 
A blog is a regularly updated website consisting of regular article postings. Links to and from other blogs 
and traditional websites are a prominent feature of most blogs. A blog tends to be focused on a single 
topic or issue, and usually invites comments from readers on the posted articles, starting a conversation 
between writer (called a blogger) and the readers. A blog post usually reflects the personality of the 
writer, and is most often written in a personal and informal style. 
 
LǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƭƻƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŘƛŀǊȅΚ 
An online diary, or personal blog, is only one type of blog. Along with personal blogs, there are many 
types of business, technology, and professional blogs. The personal blog was once the predominate 
form of blog, but that is definitely no longer the case. 
 
How are blogs useful? 
Because of the intensive personalization involved with writing blog posts, the blog is a natural 
networking vehicle. Readers interact with the writer through the blog comments. Contacts often lead 
eventually to many shared business, civic, and personal opportunities.   
 
What is the difference between a blog and a Website? 
The biggest difference between the two is one is Dynamic and the other is Static.  
Blogging is the Dynamic choice for someone who has something to say, describe or portray.  Once you 
start a Blog it is best to try to update it every day. That way you can build a readership and potential 
commentators, since that should be your main objective.   
 
What if we already have a Website? 
If you DO have a Website, make sure to put a link to it in an accessible spot on the Blog so that people 
can see your main products and services. 
 
A Website is Static. This is where you actually describe your community and/or services. You can update 
a website as often as you like, but this is usually only done if your something changes. You should have a 
link to your Blog on this site to allow customers to get updates as often as you post them. 
 
If you have both Blog and Website, use them in conjunction with each other. Make sure people can find 
both as easily as possible. 
 
Iƻǿ Řƻ L Ƨƻƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭƻƎΚ 
Go to www.communityblogs.us   you can register as a community member, using your e-mail address.  A 
password will be sent to your e-mail address once you register, so that you may return to 
www.communityblogs.us and sign in.  Once you have been registered, someone who is an administrator 
can add your e-mail address to the list of people who have access privileges; such as administrators, 
editors and authors.    
 
Where can I get help learning how to blog? 
There are many helpful website and internet resources to get you started.  You can also contact  
Debbie Gray at 208-885-4017, dgray@uidaho.edu  or  
Meri Joswiak at 208-885-8949, merijoz@uidaho.edu  
For advise, help, and resources.   We can certainly point you in the right direction! 

 

http://www.communityblogs.us/
mailto:dgray@uidaho.edu
mailto:merijoz@uidaho.edu
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¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭƻƎ- 
1. go to www.communityblogs.us  
2. On the R. side of the screen cliŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ƭƻƎƎŜǊ {ƛƎƴ-¦Ǉέ 
3. ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ όǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǇƻǎǘΧȅƻǳ 

can change it later), and provide an email address.  Your password to log on later will be 
sent to this email address.    You will also be asked for a security question.  This is a 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǿƻǊŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ ōƭƻƎǎΧ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ άbƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘέΦ  /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άWǳǎǘ ŀ 
ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘΦ 

4. When your password is e-mailed to you, you will have to wait for an administrator to go 
ƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ ϧ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
safe place! Debbie Gray dgray@uidaho.edu and Meri Joswiak merijoz@uidaho.edu are 
administrators on all Idaho Horizons blogs can add you easily if you contact us once you 
are registered.  Or, if you contact someone you know from your community who is an 
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΦ  !ƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά¦ǎŜǊǎέ then 
type your e-Ƴŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ άŀŘŘ ǳǎŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ȅƻǳ ŀ 
role.   

5. There are 5 roles- each one has different privileges and responsibility.  You may have to 
play around with the options available to each before you decide on the role you want.  
And administrator can change your roll (or you can if you are an administrator) in the 
άǳǎŜǊǎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  wƻǳƎƘƭȅ- 

a. Administrator- can do everything on the site; post, edit, delete posts, add 
ǳǎŜǊǎΧ 

b. Editor- Ŏŀƴ ŜŘƛǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉƻǎǘǎ όŦƻǊ ŜǊǊƻǊǎΣ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΧŜǘŎύ 
c. Author- creates new posts & adds comments 
d. Contributor- adds & posts 
e. Subscriber- reads the page, gets notification of new postings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.communityblogs.us/
mailto:dgray@uidaho.edu
mailto:merijoz@uidaho.edu
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To log-ƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭƻƎ- 
1. Go back to www.communityblogs.us.  Scroll down.  On the R. side there is a section 
ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎέΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άLŘŀƘƻέΦ 

2. This is Idaho Horizons Blog site!  Check here for interesting posts related to poverty in 
LŘŀƘƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōƭƻƎ ǎƛǘŜΦ  {ŎǊƻƭƭ ŘƻǿƴΦ !Ǝŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wΦ ǎƛŘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά.ƭƻƎ wƻƭƭέ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ 
of Horizons communities.  Click on yours.   

3. !ƎŀƛƴΣ ōƻǘǘƻƳ wΧ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴΦ   
hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ άŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘŀōǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ 
ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΤ άǿǊƛǘŜΣ ƳŀƴŀƎŜΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǳǎŜǊǎΧΦέ  !ƭǎƻ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άƳȅ 
tǊƻŦƛƭŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ōƛƻ 
information if you like.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.communityblogs.us/
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To write a post- 

Dƻ ǘƻ άǿǊƛǘŜέ and the page for writing a post will appear.  There are a couple of sections 
on this page that you will need to fill out.   

 
1. Title- Chose a title that is short & gripping.  Think of this post as a newspaper article and 

the title being the headline. 
 

2. Post- (You will want to make sure you are looking at the visual, not the code, toolbar) .  
Here is where you type the bulk of your post.   But remember, you want to make this 
short & sweet.  If you are getting too lengthy, think of how you could split your 
information up into multiple posts or how you could direct the reader to look elsewhere 
for details (think of inserting a hyperlink to another webpage). 

¶ You have options for editing your font in the Post section.  You also have the 
option of inserting a hyperlink.  A hyperlink is a word (usually underlined) that 
you can click on and be taken directly to a related webpage.   You can turn 
anything into a hyperlink.  For example, if you are talking about an event that will 
be held at the Super 8 in Grangeville, you can ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ά{ǳǇŜǊ у 
DǊŀƴƎŜǾƛƭƭŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƛƴ ƭƛƴƪΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
type in the website address (URL) for the super 8 in Grangeville.  Now, the 
ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘȅǇe in all the 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ  LǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ά²Ƙȅ ǊŜƛƴǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭΚέ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƻ ǳƴŘƻ ŀ 
hyperlink just highlight the word again, and click on the image of a broken chain. 

 


