ldaho Horizons
Community Blogging

Tools & Tips to get you started

Compiled by Meri Joswiak
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This is just an overview of some basic instructions for getting the beginning blogger to
become active on thevww.communityblogs.us blogsite. If have additional questions about
blogging, please ask Debbie Gray or Meri Joswiak to assist you. Thank ygodointerest in
blogging! This is a great tool for communities.
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What are blogs anyway?
A blog is a regularly updated website consisting of regular article postings. Links to and from other blogs
and traditional websitesire a prominent feature of most blogs. A blog tends to be focused on a single
topic or issue, and usually invites comments from readers on the posted articles, starting a conversation
between writer (called a blogger) and the readers. A blog post usudlécts the personality of the
writer, and is most often written in a personal and informal style.
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An online diary, or personal blog, is only one type of blog. Along with personal blogs, there are many
types of businestechnology, and professional blogs. The personal blog was once the predominate
form of blog, but that is definitely no longer the case.

How are blogs useful?

Because of the intensive personalization involved with writing blog posts, the blog is a natural
networking vehicle. Readers interact with the writer through the blog comments. Contacts often lead
eventually to many shared business, civic, and personal opportunities.

What is the difference between a blog and a Website?

The biggest difference betvea the two is one is Dynamic and the other is Static.

Blogging is the Dynamic choice for someone who has something to say, describe or portray. Once you
start a Blog it is best to try to update it every day. That way you can build a readership andglotent
commentators, since that should be your main objective.

What if we already have a Website?
If you DO have a Website, make sure to put a link to it in an accessible spot on the Blog so that people
can see your main products and services.

A Website ¢ Static. This is where you actually describe your community and/or services. You can update
a website as often as you like, but this is usually only done if your something changes. You should have a
link to your Blog on this site to allow customers to gptlates as often as you post them.

If you have both Blog and Website, use them in conjunction with each other. Make sure people can find
both as easily as possible.
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Go towww.communityblogs.usyou can register as a community member, using yeoradl address. A
password will be sent to yourmail address once you register, so that you may return to
www.communityblogs.us and sign in. Once you have been registered, soméane an administrator
can add your anail address to the list of people who have access privileges; such as administrators,
editors and authors.

Where can | get help learning how to blog?

There are many helpful website and internet resources to get you started. You can also contact
Debbie Gray at 20885-4017,dgray@uidaho.edwr

Meri Joswiak at 20885-8949, merijoz@uidaho.edu

For advise, help, and resources. We can certainly point you in the right direction!
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can change it later), and provide an email address. Your password to log on later will be
sent to this email address. You will alscabked for a security question. This is a
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When your password istmailed to you, you will have to wait for an admingtor to go
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safe place! Debbie Gralgray@uidaho.edand Meri Joswiaknerijoz@uidaho.edare
administrators on all Idaho Horizons blogs can add you easily if you contact us once you
are registered. Or, if you contact someone you know from your community who is an
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role.
There areb roles each one has different privileges and responsibility. You may have to
play around with the options available to each before you decide on the role you want.
And administrator can change your roll (or you can if you are an administrator) in the
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a. Administrator can do everything on the site; post, edit, delete posts, add
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Author- creates new posts & adds comments
Contributor adds & posts
Subscriberreads the page, gets notification of new postings
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1. Go back tavww.communityblogs.us Scroll down. On the R. side there is a section
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2. This is Idaho Horizons Blog site! Check here for interesting posts related to poverty in
LRFK2 YR (GKS I 2NAT 2ya LINRPINI YD CKAA A& ¢
AYRAGARdIzZEf o0ft23 aA0SoP { ONRI twR2{08y ®& 2 &2 | ANT |
of Horizons communities. Click on yours.
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information if you like.

IdahO i (View site »)

Howdy, MJ. [Sign Out, My Profile]

Dashboard Write  Manage Comments Blogroll Presentation Plugins Users Options

Welcome to WordPress

Use these links to get started:

Latest Activity

Comments »
+ Add a link to your blogroll C in moderation (1) »

o Write a post

o Update your profile or change your password

o Change your site’s look or theme ¢ MJ on Blog training completed in Idaho (Edit)

Posts »

o Poverty poisons the brain.

o Are You Eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit?
¢ Clobal Poverty and Mud Cookies

o A Childhood in Poverty Informs Her Teaching

Need help with WordPress? Please see our documentation or visit the support forums.

WordPress Development Blog

2. 57sn%k BQEL( — 11 hours ago o Spotlight on: Coeur d’Alene Reservation Horizons
A customizable dashboard, multi-file upload, built-in galleries, one-click plugin upgrades, tag Blog Stats
management, built-in Gravatars, full text feeds, and faster load times sound interesting? Then There are currently 24 posts and 1 comment, contained within 13

WordPress 2.5 might be the release for you. It's been in the oven for a while, and we're finally ready | categories and 0 tags.

to open the doors a bit to give you a taste. For [...]
Storaae Space »
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To write a post

D2 (2 andthelpaeSfér writing a post will appear. There are a couple of sections
on this page that you will need to fill out.

1. Title- Chose atitle that is short & gripping. Think of this post as a newspaper article and
the title being the headline.

2. Post (Youwill want to make sure you are looking at the visual, not the code, toolbar) .

Here is where you type the bulk of your post. But remember, you want to make this

short & sweet. If you are getting too lengthy, think of how you could split your

information up into multiple posts or how you could direct the reader to look elsewhere

for details (think of inserting a hyperlink to another webpage).

1 You have options for editing your font in the Post section. You also have the

option of irserting a hyperlink A hyperlink is a word (usually underlined) that
you can click on and be takelirectly to a related webpage. You can turn
anything into a hyperlink. For example, if you are talking about an event that will
be held at the Super 8 in Grangeville,youkah 3 Kf A IKi GKS 62 NRa ¢
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type in the website address (URL) for the super 8 in GrangeWNisv, the
K2GStQa AYyF2NXIGA2Yy Oly 0SS TemalRe Ayadl y
RSGIAfTaAa @2dNASE To LiQa 1AYR 2F | a2Ke
hyperlink just highlight the word again, and click on the image of a broken chain.



